
Digital Event/Webinar:
Tackling vaccine-hesitancy
in the Sikh Community

Saying that, reports show a low acceptance of the vaccination
in the South Asian community, which is a cause of great
concern.

Last Thursday, Sikh Council UK (SCUK) organised a National
COVID-19 Vaccine Webinar in partnership with NHS. The event
was a huge success with around 150 participants, including
prominent leaders in the UK Sikh Community. A large number
of Sikh healthcare professionals attended and asked important
questions specifically relevant to the Sikh and South-Asian
community.

The expert panel addressed key concerns surrounding the
ingredients, safety, testing, and roll-out of the vaccine.
Panellists included:

Sukhjeevan Singh, founder of Jyoti Saroop Foundation (JSF)
and former spokesperson of the SCUK, hosted the event. He
emphasised the need to empower the community in making
informed choices and that generally, medicine and Sikh
teachings were not at odds. He said, "submission to medical
interventions such as vaccination should always be on a
choice-basis. This is reflected in the current law. Saying that,
reports show a low acceptance of the vaccination in the South
Asian community, which is a cause of great concern."

Secretary-General SCUK, Gurpreet Singh Anand said, "The
high level of myth and rumour on social media about the
various COVID-19 vaccines has caused lots of questions to
emerge from within the Sikh community. The SCUK felt it was
important to allow questions to be answered by those in the
medical field. The webinar brought together a wealth of
expertise in a broad panel to look at both the medical and
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faith questions posed in respect of the vaccinations."

Next steps include broadcasting the webinar to various Sikh
Media Outlets (TV/Radio/Web Channels) and producing easy-
to-digest information, i.e. pamphlets in Punjabi and English
ease vaccine-hesitancy in the community.
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