
Nine more Nightingale
courtrooms to be delivered

More temporary courts to open their doors early in the New
Year

New Nightingale courts in Birmingham and Lancaster will
begin hearings this week

Part of the government’s plan to alleviate pressure on the
courts caused by the pandemic

Lancaster Town Hall, Birmingham Library and Repertory
Theatre and Hull University are among the latest venues to be
transformed into temporary courts, helping to provide vital
capacity and reduce delays. Additional Nightingale courts will
open in Staffordshire and Cirencester in the coming weeks,
the Lord Chancellor announced today (14 December 2020).

The move forms part of a new, additional £30m investment to
deliver a further 40 Nightingale courtrooms and fund a range
of measures to address the number of outstanding cases. It
brings the total investment in such measures to more than
£110m this year.

These efforts will be supported by an extra £337m the
government is spending next year to deliver swifter justice
and support victims, while £76m will further increase capacity
in family courts and tribunals.

Lord Chancellor, Robert Buckland QC MP said:

From the outset of the pandemic this government has been
clear that justice must continue to be done and delivered as
swiftly as possible.

These new Nightingale courts will help to boost capacity and
reduce the delays caused by this virus.
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Magistrates’ backlogs are falling, Crown Courts are hearing
more cases each week, and we are investing millions in the
system to ensure we can drive this recovery further.

Councillor Erica Lewis, leader of Lancaster City Council, said:

With many of the council’s staff currently working from home
due to COVID-19 the town hall is underutilised.

It is encouraging that the space that has become available as
a result can be used to deliver this valuable service to the
community.

Birmingham Library and Repertory Theatre and Lancaster
Town hall will begin hearing cases this week, with the other
venues opening their doors by the end of January 2021.
Together they will provide an additional 9 courtrooms. The
step will bring the total number of Nightingale courtrooms set
up across the country to 40.

The new sites will hear non-custodial crime cases, as well as
civil, family and tribunals work. The move will free up more
room in existing courts to hear other cases, including
custodial jury trials, which require cells and secure dock
facilities.

It forms part wider measures designed to alleviate pressure on
the courts system and ensure the quickest possible recovery –
including the recruitment of 1,600 more court staff, rolling out
technology, and installing temporary jury rooms across the
country to enable more trials to be heard safely.

These measures are beginning to show positive results:

Magistrates’ courts have seen outstanding cases continue to
fall - dealing with over 24,000 cases each week across
October and November 2020. Crown Courts currently list
thousands of cases each week, including over 230 jury trials.

More jury trial rooms open every week, with more than 260
now in operation.

Plexiglass screens have been rolled out to more than 400



courtrooms and jury deliberation rooms, enabling more jury
trials to be heard.

Notes to the editors:

More than £110m is being invested in a range of measures to
tackle the impact of COVID-19, including the recruitment of
1,600 additional staff and opening more nightingale courts

We’re also spending £153m to improve court and tribunal
buildings – the biggest single investment in court estate
maintenance for more than 20 years

These efforts will be bolstered by an extra £337m the
government is spending next year to deliver swifter justice
and support victims, while an additional £76 million will
further increase capacity in family courts and tribunals

We’re opening 2 additional Crown courtrooms at the Royal
Courts of Justice, which are scheduled to go live in the week
commencing 11 January 2021

Another Nightingale court previously announced, will be
opening in Cirencester in January providing an additional two
rooms

More details on the Nightingale courtrooms in operation
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