
Bishop of Chelmsford: 17
December 2020

The Queen has approved the nomination of The Right
Reverend Dr Gulnar (Guli) Francis-Dehqani BA MA PhD,
Suffragan Bishop of Loughborough, for election as Bishop of
Chelmsford, in succession to the Most Reverend Stephen
Cottrell following his appointment as Archbishop of York.

Background

Guli was born and raised in Iran and her faith was nurtured in
the tiny and much persecuted Christian community there. Her
father was Bishop in Iran and her brother was murdered
subsequent to the Iranian Revolution. He is commemorated in
the Chapel of the Modern Martyrs at Canterbury Cathedral.
Guli and her family were forced into exile.

Now a UK Citizen, Guli was educated at Nottingham University
and Bristol University and trained for ministry at The South
East Institute for Theological Education. She served her title
at Mortlake with East Sheen, in the Diocese of Southwark and
was ordained priest in 1999. She also has a doctorate in
theology on cross cultural mission.

In 2002, Guli was appointed Chaplain of the Royal Academy of
Music and St Marylebone Church of England School, in the
Diocese of London. In 2009, she took up the role of Inter-faith
Liaison Research Assistant at the University of Northampton
and in 2011 was appointed Curate Training Officer, in the
Diocese of Peterborough.

In 2017, Guli took up her current role as Bishop of
Loughborough, in the Diocese of Leicester.

She is married to Canon Lee Francis-Dehqani, also ordained,
and they have three children, one at university and twins at
school.
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